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change and become worse than useless. To reason with them, or even threaten, is a waste of time.
Perhaps Italian influence, which is now being brought to bear upon the younger generation, may succeed in bringing about" a change in this direction. The authorities confidently hope that this will be so, and are leaving no stone unturned to arouse in the native youth feelings of honour and manly courage, and so develop him into a useful and worthy Italian subject.
Italy again had just cause to be proud of the performance of her Libyan, Eritrean, and Somali soldiers in the last war. Years of patient schooling and careful training had brought their reward. Slowly but surely they will accomplish the same in Abyssinia.
CHRISTIAN AND  MUSSULMAN
The heathen form of a Coptic-Christian religious service, held outside the church in the open, would astonish any German Christian, and he would have a task to find anything very c Christian 5 in the priests or the people taking part in it. When I first witnessed this weird ceremony, with its special dances and curious singing, accompanied by rattles and drums, I thought I was attending a tribal feast. That was until the senior priest handed me the big silver Cross, which, following the example of an Italian general, I kissed three times and touched with my forehead.
Abyssinia is very proud of being regarded as a Christian empire since the fourth century, ruled by emperors who received baptism. Most Amharas belong to the Coptic Church. The number of Coptic priests is legion. They are permitted to marry, but the monks, from whose ranks the high dignitaries of the Church are drawn, live in celibacy. In contrast to the ordinary Coptic priests, whose only qualifications need be singing and reading, and who have always existed in rather idle and poor circumstances, the monks in their monasteries have steadily educated themselves and in their way constitute an intellectual caste. They have continued to supply intellectual munitions since